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Überlassung des Belegs sowie bei Dr. Svatopluk BiLY, Prag/Tschechische 
Republik fur die zeitweilige Bereitstellung von Paratypen der beiden 
Vergleichsarten. Dr. Johannes FRISCH (Museum für Naturkunde der 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin) half durch kritische Anmerkungen zum 
Manuskript. 

Schriften 

BELLAMY, C. L. (1991): Oaxacanthaxia viridis, a new genus and species (Coleo­
ptera: Buprestidae) from Mexico with Old World affinities. Insecta Mundi 
4 [1990](1-4):81-86. 

BELLAMY, C. L. (2003): An lIlustrated Summary of the Higher Classification of 
the Supcrfamily Buprestoidea (Coleoptera). - Folia Hcyrovskyana, Suppt. 
10:1-197. 

BELLAMY, C. L., D'HoTMAN, D. & HOLM, E. (1987): A review of the Afrotropical 
Buprestinae with the description of a new tribe, genera and species (Coleo­
ptera: Buprestidac). Journal of the Entomological Socicty of Southem 
Africa 50(1):217-239. 

BiLY, S. (2000): A new concept of Anthaxiini (Coleoptera: Buprestidac). - Folia 
Hcyrovskyana 8(2): 1 09-114. 

MAES,J.-M., HESPENHEIDE, H. A. & VAN DEN BERGHE, E. (1993): Catälogo de los 
Buprestidae (Coleoptera) de Nicaragua. Revista Nicaraguensc de Ento­
mologia 25:21-35. 
Eine Online-Version dieses Vem:ichnisses findet sich im Internet unter der URL: 
http://www.insectariumvirtual.comltermitero/nicaragualFAUNA ENTOMOLOGICA 
DE NICARAGUAICOLEOPTERAlBUPRESTIDAE.htm 

NELSON, G. H. & MACRAE, T. C. (1994): Oaxacanthaxia nigroaenea Nelson and 
MacRae, a new specics from Mcxico (Coleoptcra: Buprestidae). - Tbe 
Colcopterists Bullctin 48(2): 149-152. 

VOLKOVlTSH, M. G. (2001): The cornparative morphology of antcnnal structures 
in Buprestidac (Coleoptera): evolutionary trends, taxonomie and phyloge­
nctic implications. Part 1.- Acta Musei Moraviae, Scientiae biologicae 
(Bmo) 86:43-169. 

Verfasser: 
Dr. Manfred NIEHUIS, Abteilung fur Biologie, Universität Koblenz­
Landau, Campus Landau, Fortstraße 7, D-7 6829 Landau. 
e-Mail: niehuis@t-online.de 
Stephan GOTTWALD, Jasminweg 10, D-14052 Berlin. 
e-Mail: s-gottwald@compuserve.com 

Mitt. internat. entomol. Ver. Frankfurt a.M. ISSN 1019-2808 

Band 31 . Heft 1/2 Seiten 37 - 49 29. März 2006 

A new nocturnal bee of the genus M egalopta, 
with notes on other Central American species 

(Hymenoptera: Halictidae) 

Michael S. ENGEL 

Abstract: Four species of the noctumal augochlorine genus Megalopta 
are presently recognized from Central America; three in the nominate 
subgenus and one in the cleptoparasitic subgenus Noctoraptor. The valid 
Mesoamerican species are Megalopta (Megalopta) atra n. sp., M. (M.) 
centralis Friese, M. (M.) genalis Meade-Waldo, and M. (Noctoraptor) 
byroni Engel et al. Megalopta ecuadoria Friese and M. tabascana 
Cockerell are newly considered junior synonyms of M. centralis and M. 
genalis, respectively (n. syn.). Lectotypes and paralectotypes are desig­
nated for M. ecuadoria and M. centralis. 
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Introduction 

Bees are one of the most commonly encountered and thought of 
groups of insects. Their role as pollinators instantly brings to mind re­
collections of individuals busily collecting in flower patches on sunny 
days. It is therefore interesting to note that in several instances particular 
lineages of bees have independently become crepuscular or aitogether 
noctumal. Within the halictine tribe Augochlorini there are at least three 
independent origins of noctumal foraging (ENGEL 2000). As an added 
twist, in the most diverse of these lineages there has arisen noctumal 
cleptoparasitic species (i. e., Megalopta Smith subgenus Noctoraptor 
Engel et al.) that presumably victimize their congeners. The three lineages 
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